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The double Tax, fo far as it refpe&s Papifts (who feem to be the Non-Jarors that are the principal Ob.
jects of your Regardj is by the Bill to be avoided by the fame Qualification that is required by the A&
paffed in 1756, for granting Forty Thoufand Pounds for his Majefty’s Service. As the Tax was not then
objected to by any. Branch of the Legiflature, and as we have not been apprized of any ObjeQion from
any other Quarter, we did not apprehend an Impofition of a fimilar Nature would be oppofed by your Ho.
nours, efpecially at this dangerous Crfis, when a Foreign Popith Power i3 exerting it's utnoft Efforts to
fubjugate the Britifp Colonies in Nortb-America to Popery and Slavery. However, as you have been
oleafed to fay, you cannot, in Confcience, Juftice, or good Policy, agree to the Tax, as you think fuch a

Meafure muft effe@ually Banith them (the Papifts we prefume you mean) we have determined in this Ine

ftance, rather to wave our undoabted Rights on this very interefting Occafion, than to lofe & Bill of fo much
[mportance to his Majefty’s Service and our own immediate Secunty ; and do therefore propofe, that Noa-
Jurors, to avoid the double Tax, be only obliged to take the Oaths preferibed by the Land Tax Bills in
England. This Teft of their Loyalty furely cannot be thought unreafonable, and their Refufal to give it
will be fuch a glaring Proof of Difaffection to our prefent happy Eftablifhment, as ought to meet ‘with &
public Difcouragement. At this Tax is conftantly impofed in our Mother Couatry, if your Honours thould,
notwithftanding the Conceflion that has been made on our Part, flill refufe to confent to it here, the Lofs of
this neceffary Bill matt lic at your Door ; for it is our determined Refolution to adhere to the Regulation
now propofed, as it is thought by our Conftituents, as well as Qurfelves, one acceffary Means to fecure do-
meftic Peace and Tranquility. *

We fhall take another Opportunity to anfwer what your Honours have faid of the Papifts being drove
from their Native Country by the Severity of it’s Laws, {c. and as we have never difcovered any Thing
in Hiftory or otherwife, thac will Juftify, or even Countenance, your Aflertion, that the Papifts were pro-
mifed and allowed an Afylum here, we fhould be glad to have it explained to us, that a Matter which has

occafioned fo much Altercation, may be fully difcuffed and fettled. _ .
The Ettate of the Debror, refident in this Province, is by the Bill to be rated to the full Amount, with-

out an~ Dedudtion for what may be due from him ; which, in our Apprehenfion, would be Oppreflive, if

he were not allowed Liberty of Retaining the Tax apportioned to the Debt his Eftate was encumbered with,
as it would be laying an Impofition on him for that Property, which he held in Appearance only, and
which, in Reality, belonged to another. The Mode is agreeable to the A¢t for granting a Subfidy to his
Majetv in the 224 and z3d Car. zd. and tho’ the Non-Refident may have no Conuexions in this Province,
but in Refpec of Debts, yet thofe Debts, by any Attempts or Succefs of the Enemy, will be rendered
equally precarious wich thofe due to the Inhabitants; and in Juftice they fhould be equally affefled for
their Detence and Security, It may, however, be provided in the Bill, that any Tax impofed on fuch
Debts, and paid by Virtue of this A&, may be Refunded by the Public, upon proper Certificates being

produced, that a Tax had been paid for them in the Mother Country, or any of the Colonies. The Goods,

Wares, and Merchandizes, belonging to Non-Refidents, or the Inhabitants of this Province, are alfo ex-
ofed to fimilar Dangers, and they fhould be burthened with the {fame Impofition for their Prefervation ; bue

the Non.Refident mav, on producing a Certificate as above, be entitled to the fame Repayment; and as the

Impefition of the Tax will not, 1n our Apprehenfion, in the leaft diminith the Importation of the Comme-
cities of the Mother Country into this Province, or interfere with her Trade, we hope we fhall not be liable
to the Imputation of acting in a2 Manner either inconfiftent with her Intereft, or with the Intent and Spirit of
cur Charter.  The Impoiing a Tax on the Gains of Mechanics by their Occupations, in this Infant Colo-
ny, mutt, in our Opinicn, be extrermely Impolitic, as it would Difcourage fo ufeful a Set of Men, and who

.re much wanted, from coming into it) but the fame Reafon does not fubfift with us for exempting thofe.
Officess i-om the Tax, whofe annual Incomes or Salaries do not exceed 100 /. nor thall we recede from.

tze Tav on the Officers or Clergy, as we are juflified in it by the Example of our Mother Coontry, in
:ne Adts for Impoiing a Land Tax. The Tax on the Incomes of Lawyers and Phyficians from their Pro.
. .Fions, in Corfideration that they depend entirely on their Study, Application and Induftry, ftandsin the
5 .t one Third lefs than that on Offices, Benefices and Employments, which we think to be the fulf
reaicnabe Abatemen:. Tho' the Afleffors are to rate Lands in Proportion to the Sum the Fee Simple
would ici for, they will, we prefume, be guided in their Eftimation, by the annual Value or Profit that
the Lands produce, or might, in their Judgment, produce, if Cultivated ; and we believe, that in general,
Tenants in Dower, ard by the Curtefy, and other Tenants and Annuitants for Life, reap as great annual
Profit from their Lands they fo hold, as Tenants of Land in Fee Simple. We apprehend that if it be at-.
tended with arv Inecuaiity, it will be in very few InfRtances, which, as they appear, may be remedied
' Unculiivated

hereatter.




